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TERRY FOX RUN - A GREAT SUCCESS! 

With the support of Mother Nature and the Star Family we had a wonderful afternoon! 
Congratulations to our Student Council for their support in organizing this event. Through 
the bake sale and donations of friends and family, Star Academy raised over $1,600.00 in 
support of the Terry Fox Run! 
 
Congratulations everyone! 
 
Our next community event will be the food drive prior to Thanksgiving! 

 

  

Star Academy 905-891-1555 

IN THE NEWS… 

Here is our second newsletter of the year and there is a lot to read! The first month 
has flown by and a lot is happening around Star. Thanks to everyone who attended 
our Parent Nights, there is always such positive energy and networking that happens 
at these evenings! 
 
Please read through this newsletter and mark your calendar for the upcoming events.  
 
We have had several new students join us this fall and thank all of you for 
promoting Star Academy. Please note that the senior room now has a waiting list 
but there are still spaces available in the lower grades. 

THANKSGIVING LUNCH 

It is a tradition at Star Academy that we enjoy a full Thanksgiving feast with all the 
staff and students in the gym. Each class will participate in preparing a portion of 
the meal and we ask that if any parents are available to help serve that you call the 
office. 
 
The lunch will take place on Friday October 10th at 11:30. 

   



 

PATTY’S  CORNER 

Thank you to everyone that joined us for our Pot Luck. It was a great 
opportunity to mix and mingle and the food was fabulous! 
 
Our next big event will be the Thanksgiving lunch on Friday October 10th. The 
more help the better for this wonderful Star tradition, if you are available any 
time between 11:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. that would be appreciated. 
 
We are still seeking Parent leaders for some of our classrooms – this requires a 
small amount of time to keep your child’s homeroom parents informed! Please 
contact the office if you are interested. 

LAST MINUTE CHECK LIST 

By now your child has everything they need to be successful at school, but here are a 
few things to keep in mind: 
 

·  We are a NUT FREE school. 
·  Please be at school no later than 8:15 a.m. 
·  Please bring shoes for outside AND inside as this helps to keep the school clean 

and dry – especially now that the weather is getting messy. 
·  Please ensure that all of your child’s belongings are labelled. 
·  Students are not permitted to leave the school at the end of day with a friend or 

other method of transportation if the office has not been notified. 
·  Any cell phones that come to school must be turned into the office for the day. 

CELEBRATING OUR GRADUATES 

It is always a pleasure to hear from our graduates and know how they are doing. Already 
this year three of last year’s graduates have dropped by. They have settled into high 
school beautifully and are confident with their academic load. 
 
Our graduates of 2004 are now entering their first year of post-secondary education – 
where does the time go! This “techy” generation is often on line and keep us posted on 
their academic journey.  
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PRIMARY PARTICULARS 

 

The Primary Class has had a wonderful start to the school year! All students have 
worked very hard at learning classroom and school rules, and do their very best 
each day to follow them. Eric, Eva, Matthew and Marcus have all done a superb 
job as “Classroom Leader” over the past four weeks.  
 
Primary students have been very busy in math counting objects using one-to-one 
correspondence, making sets to match numbers and number words, locating 
before/after/between, comparing length of objects (taller/shorter), sorting and 
comparing size, recognizing 3-D shapes, making patterns and graphing their 
favourite apples. Primary students are always encouraged to teach their siblings 
and other family members what they have learned.  
 
Students have enjoyed getting to know the alphabet characters of “Letterland,” and 
through lively songs have discovered their sounds, and how to write them. “Clever 
Cat,” “Annie Apple” and “Dippy Duck” have been spotted all over Star Academy 
by Primary students! Be on the lookout for them at home, when out and about 
shopping or on the way to school! Weekly stories about “Cary the Cat,” “Amanda 
the Ant” and “Daisy and Dan” have also increased students’ awareness of letters 
studied. Although we have a different story each week, students are encouraged to 
go back and visit previous stories as often as they would like.  
 
Citizenship was our focus this month in social studies. Through stories, role-play, 
discussion and the making of “thank-you” students learned that being a good friend 
means asking for attention in friendly ways. As well, they learned why it is 
important to respect classroom, school and playground rules, the value of showing 
appreciation to their families and to be respectful of school staff.  
 
Here are a few friendly reminders. Be sure to check and initial your child’s agenda 
daily. Students have been reminded that they must write their names neatly on all 
homework assignments. As well, all students are encouraged to be at school by 
approximately 8:20. A quick goodbye from the car allows children to increase their 
independence (walking to the blacktop by themselves, carrying their own 
backpacks), and gives them the confidence they need to begin their day. It also 
allows them the opportunity to interact with other students, thereby increasing their 
social contact.   
 
The Primary Class looks forward to a new month and season, and wishes all of our 
families a Happy October! 
 
Ms. Jacobson primary@staracademy.ca  
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JUNIOR JOT NOTES 

As the fourth week of the new academic year draws to a close, it’s hard to 
believe how time flies.  The students in the Junior class are off to a great start.  
Since returning from the summer, we’ve learned about Fairy Tales, Living 
Things, Plants, and how to conduct and record the results of a scientific 
experiment using the Scientific Method.  We’ve learned about how important it 
is to take pride in ourselves and our work, and Camryn explained things 
perfectly when she said: “taking pride in what we do means feeling happy about 
ourselves once we’ve finished our work.”   
 
We’ve produced some impressive pieces of art, and are becoming more and 
more proficient on the Laptops as each week passes.  Art and Activity time has 
been accompanied by music wherever appropriate, and class favourites by far 
include Vivaldi, Bach, Paco de Lucia and Maroon Five (as you can see, we are 
learning that diversity is present and wonderful in all areas of interest!). In 
October we look forward to Mask-making, an author study of Roald Dahl, 
Thanksgiving, a visit from a Scientist on October 2nd, and, of course, our 
October break! 
 
We’ve had an excellent start, and the rest of the year is looking great.  But why 
not let the Junior’s say for themselves why they enjoy being in the Junior Class?  
Below, some quotes: 
The best thing about the Junior Room is... 
 
“...being bigger than the Primary kids, because being in the Junior Room makes 
us taller and actually it makes us grow faster.” 
 
“...going for recess.  Also I like (the Junior room) because I’m too intelligent to 
be a Primary kid now, and in February I’m going on a cruise ship and Primary 
kids aren’t old enough to do THAT!” 
 
“...that Miss Bass-West and Miss Winterford make other teachers come to the 
room to give us presents” (in reference to a guest teacher who came to explain 
the celebration of Ramadan to the children and left them with a small treat at the 
conclusion of her presentation). 
 
“...that we get to learn the answers to everything so that next we can be JI’s!” 
 
Ms. Winterford     junior@staracademy.ca  

 



 JI _- JUGGLING EVENTS 

WOW! September has come and gone so quickly.  The students in the J/I class have settled 
in well.  
 
Important Dates for October: 

·  October 10th Thanksgiving lunch 
·  October 20th Mini Habitat researcher project is due 
·  October 23th Book Collage is due 
·  October 27th-October 31- Break 

 
 

Math: During the month of October the students in the J/I class will 
start work on their addition and subtraction skills, as well as data 
management. The focus with be on computation, word problems, surveys, 
and graphing. 

 
 
 

Literacy:  The literacy focus this month will focus on short 
stories/fairy tales; the students will examine traditional and fractured fairy 
tales and compare similarities and differences using a variety of techniques.  
As a cumulative assignment the J/I students will become authors and create a 
fractured story of their own.  

 
 

Social Studies/Science: We will continue our study of habitats with a 
focus on food chains.  Students will be dissecting owl pellets to discover the 
food chain of an owl.  The students will examine and research the bones they 
find to indentify the animals owls eat. FUN! The students will be choosing an 
animal of their choice to research, they will be given plenty of class time to 
research their animal, and some of the final project may need assembly at 
home. �  

 
As always, feel free to drop in and say “Hi”. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mrs. Zanussi, Ms. Bass-West and Ms. Houssin  ji@staracademy.ca 
 

 

 

 



                                Foundations Class 
     News 

 
 
 
 
October Edition 
 
Reminders: 
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Transitions: 
Having our classroom in the house is FUN; we are all getting used to the transitions from 
house to school, and out to the school yard.  In order to limit the amount that your child 

needs to bring from the house to the school please send in an extra pair of indoor 
shoes, slippers are acceptable for in the house, running shoes should be worn in the 
school, as the students have gym classes.  
 
What’s happening this month? 
 
Math:  We will be looking at numbers throughout this month. Learning more about skip 
counting and patterns. We will be continuing to work with manipulatives such as 
hundred’s boards, flash cards and memory games.  
 
Literacy: Students are learning about the parts of a story. They are becoming familiar 
with sequencing events in a story, characters, setting, and plot. We are using a variety of 
fairy tales, and other stories to help us learn these important concepts. 
 
Extension Reading: Students are working at their own levels on aspects of phonics, 
phonemic awareness, cursive/printing, and repeated reading/comprehension.  
 
If you have any questions please feel free to set up an appointment with me through the 
office of email me at foundations@staracademy.ca   
 
Best Regards,  
Mrs. Jane Lloyd 



I/S INTRIGUING NEWS 
 

Dear Parents, 

We are thrilled that we’ve had such an incredible start to the 2007-2008 academic year in 
the I/S room. It’s such a pleasure to see the excitement and enthusiasm in all of our 
students’ behaviour. 
 
As a form of positive reinforcement and a way of teaching our class the concept of money, 
each student in the I/S room has created individual bank accounts.   Each student will be 
rewarded with some ‘money’, when we recognize good behaviour, attitude and outstanding 
effort.  They can save up and buy various items from the student reward menu we have 
created. 
 
As an extension of our science unit on Biodiversity, we were fortunate enough to have 
‘Watershed on Wheels’ visit our classroom to discuss the diversity of living things.  
Students enjoyed classifying animals, and examining animal skulls.  Another highlight was 
the opportunity to touch coyote fur.  This program was put on by the Toronto and Region 
Conversation and fit in nicely to our science unit.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
It was a pleasure meeting with all the parents on Parent Night.  If you were not able to 
make it on Parent Night, please feel welcome to pop into the classroom to introduce 
yourself, discuss your child’s progress or just to say ‘hello’.   
 
Once again, we feel that open communication is an integral part of your child’s success, so 
we encourage both you and your child to approach us at anytime if there is ever a question 
or concern that needs to be addressed.  
 

Sincerely, 

Mr. Kevin Morley and Ms. Selena Chan   is@staracademy.ca  

  



 
Dear Parents/Guardians: 
 
September has been a busy month in the Senior classroom! 
Students have been adjusting and re-learning the 
expectations of the school and classroom, as well becoming 
acquainted with new routines.  We are very proud of the 
responsibility they have demonstrated toward the new year so 
far and we are looking forward to a productive and successful year! 
 
Students are being assigned homework daily and are expected to spend about 1.5 hours 
each night completing assignments and studying for tests and quizzes.  On certain days, 
students may have slightly more or slightly less depending on what is going on in the 
classroom. Your child’s agenda states the specific homework that is to be completed each 
night, as well as a prioritized list of homework that needs to be completed.  If you are 
finding that your child is doing much less or much more than this guideline, please 
contact us and we will accommodate their homework load as needed.  
 
The seniors are becoming familiar with the laptops now, and are demonstrating 

impressive technological abilities. They are also learning the expectations 
surrounding the use of the laptops, which involve a lot of responsibility and 
organization. Each student has made a choice as to taking their laptops home 
at night to charge them, or leaving them at school to charge them. Those who 

take them home at night need to remember to take it home every night so it 
is charged for the next day, and those who leave it at school need to be 

responsible to transfer documents to a memory stick if they need to 
work at home. The seniors are developing their own routines to 

make this work, and we are here as always to support them in this 
challenge. 

 
The best way of contacting either Mrs. Farrell or Miss Asta is via email at 
senior@staracademy.ca.  Furthermore, you can always drop in after school or, if you 
would like to request a more formal meeting, please write a note in your child’s agenda 
or send us an email with a date and time which would be suitable for you.   
 
Sincerely, 
Mrs. K. Farrell Miss S. Asta 
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Congratulations to Eric B. (President), Nicole H. & Emma V. (Vice-Presidents)!! Many 
other students are also actively involved in Student Council activities and have 
demonstrated a commitment to helping the school. Thanks to Hunter M., Carley R., 
Keaton D., Jen B., Alex C., Alex A., Cheri B., Louise C., Tyler B. 



 
 

Language Arts 
 

Literature Circles are in full swing in the Senior Room! The students will be responsible 
for completing their novels by Monday, October 6.  They will be completing an 
assignment based on their novel the week of October 6, which will be due 
Tuesday, October 14. 
 
Students have been exploring expository, descriptive and narrative paragraph 
writing styles.  In October, they will be developing their creative writing skills through 
Native themes in writing. 

Geography – Grade 
7 

 
In October, students will 
learn the themes of 
Interaction and 
Environment and apply 
their knowledge of the 
themes to world 
geography. 

Geography – Grade 
8 

 
Students will be wrapping 
up the unit on Human 
Geography in early 
October and moving on to 
study Economic Systems 
for the remainder of the 
month. 

Science 
 
The seniors have begun 

to study the units on Cells.  In 
the coming weeks, they will 
study the different types of 
cells and their functions, look 
at cells while engaging in 
hands-on activities and will 
have the chance to build a cell 
out of recycled materials! 

Math – Grade 7 
�

Students have been 
reviewing operations and 
number theory during 
September. In October, 
students will be studying 
Geometry. 

Math – Grade 8 
�

In October, students will 
continue their study of 
Number Sense by 
exploring fractions, ratio 
and rate and percent. 
There will continue to be 
frequent quizzes to check 
that students understand 
the concepts being taught. 

French 
 
Students continue to 

work on their project related to 
French-speaking countries. The 
project is not due until 
November 3, but students are 
expected to follow the outline 
and complete specified 
components as required.  

 
 
 

Projects 
 
 As we get deeper into the school year, more multi-step projects and 
independent units of study will be assigned to the senior students.  For 
each assignment, the students are given a copy of the expectations for the 
assignment as well as the marking scheme that will be used to grade the 
assignment.  Please refer to these expectations when unclear about what 
an assignment or project involves, and contact us if you have questions at 
any stage. 



 

1587 Cormack Crescent 
Mississauga, Ontario 
L5E 2P8 
 
Phone: 
905-891-1555 
 
Fax: 
905-891-1696 
 
E-Mail: 
info@staracademy.ca 

learn to love to learn 

·  Friday October 10 – Thanksgiving lunch 

·  Monday October 13 – Thanksgiving Holiday 

·  Tuesday October 14 – Thursday October 16 – Scholastic Book Fair 

·  Tuesday, November 9 - Immunization Clinic for Hepatitis B & 
HPV – Grade 7 & 8 –. Parent Authorization Forms will be 
coming home Oct. 16th. 

·  Friday October 24 – Dance-a-thon in afternoon. If you do not want 
your child to participate please notify Star Academy in writing. 

·  Friday October 24 – Monthly Newsletter 

·  Monday October 27 – Friday October 31 – School Fall Break 

·  Thursday November 6 – Balance LD Conference at the Living Arts 
Centre 

We’re on the Web! 

See us at: 

www.staracademy.ca 

 
There is always a lot happening in the Star Academy community! 

Make sure you stay in touch through this monthly newsletter! If you 
would like this newsletter to reach you at another email address 

please let us know at info@staracademy.ca 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
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CLUBS 
We regularly offer a variety of clubs during the lunch hour for all students. 
There is no mandatory attendance – students just come if they want to. 
The first clubs to be offered until the October break includes: 

·  Tuesday at noon – Senior Girls Club 
·  Wednesday at noon – Soccer Club for students in the Primary, Junior 

and JI class 
·  Thursday at noon – Craft Club for all students 

 
Watch for new clubs to begin after the October break. 

Star Academy Charity along with LDAM is pleased to 
announce the 2nd Annual Balancing LD Conference. Mark 
your calendars for Thursday November 6, 2008, 8:00a.m – 
4:00 p.m. and reserve your tickets now!  
 
Dr. Kenny Handleman and Ron Moorish will be the keynote 
speakers at this year’s event focusing on managing behaviour 
at home and school. 
 

BALANCING LD CONFERENCE 


