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THE NEW TERM BEGINS! 
Thank you for taking time to meet with your child’s homeroom teachers to discuss their 
progress and next steps. The year is flying by and all our students continue to rise to the 
challenges and lessons that face them and continue to grow!  
 
There is a lot happening in the next little while so please take a moment to read through the 
newsletter and mark your calendar! This week there is a Bake Sale on Wednesday hosted by 
the JI class. Students need only to bring a loonie or a twoonie – the sale will continue into 
the evening for Speech Night (a little sweet with your coffee!). 
 
Please feel free to drop in for tea or coffee each Friday morning for a chance to say “Hi” 
and touch base. 

 

  

Star Academy 905-891-1555 

SPEECH NIGHT 

Speech Night – WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 4th at 6:30 p.m. 
 
Speech Night has become a wonderful tradition at Star Academy. It 
is an opportunity for each student to present their speech in their 
homeroom to the parents of their peers.  
 
All classes will begin at 6:30 p.m. The younger students will finish 
early due to class size and length of speeches, so we encourage you 
to drop into one of the older rooms to see and hear their 
presentations. The senior students have each created a PowerPoint 
presentation to compliment their speech. 
 
We do ask that students dress for their presentation either in school 
uniform or girls in dresses and boys in dress shirts with optional 
tie/jacket. 

  

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH 
Throughout the year Star Academy students and families have been involved in a number 
of community events. We believe it is important to teach students to not only be active 
members of their daily community but also develop their awareness of their local 
community, country and world. 
 
In the fall we raised over $1,600 for the Terry Fox Run, over 500 cans of food for the Food 
Bank Drive at Thanksgiving and 176 pairs of mittens and hats for a local charity. We are 
continuing with our community involvement by fundraising for two events at this time. The 
students will be organizing a variety of events for these two causes for the next couple of 
months and we thank you in advance for your support. 
 
 
 
 
Last week, Marissa Taggart came and spoke to the senior students. Marissa graduated from 
Star in 2003 and completed the International Baccalaureate programme in high school and 
is currently in her second year at the University of Waterloo studying Psychology. This 
summer she will be travelling to Nicaragua with Beyond Borders to support a social 
development programme through art.  
 
Marissa is very grateful to have Star Academy supporting her by hosting fundraising 
activities to help cover her costs. Please check her blog to keep updated on her adventure! 
http://www.nicaragua-2009.blogspot.com/ 
 
 
 

“ We are measured not by what we possess but by how generous we are with our heart. I am not 
talking money. I am talking about how we give our time and attention to ideas and events that are 
outside our immediate lives….how we try to make differences in other lives or in our community as 
a whole.” – David Raithby 

Mrs. Pam Rennie’s brother has always had a passion for the natural beauty of Canada and 
the need to protect it. This summer he will be embarking on a solo bicycle ride of 670 km 
on the Dempster Highway to create awareness of the Three Rivers Region of the Yukon. 

Through this adventure he will be supporting CPAWS (Canadian Parks and Wilderness 
Society along with the Ride to Conquer Cancer. Star Academy is proud to sponsor David 
and we wish him all the best. We look forward to having David in to speak to the students 
in the near future. 

You can see more about his trip at www.davidraithby.com and while riding he will have a 
GPS tracking system set up so we can follow his route.  
 
Both Marissa and David are examples to the students of how one person can reach out and 
make a difference in their community. We celebrate their accomplishments and learn by 
their example. 

Marissa Taggart off to Nicaragua! 

David Raithby Spins 670 km of the Dempster Highway  



TEACHER APPRECIATION LUNCHEON 

ATTENTION PARENTS! 
 
Yes, it is that time of year – let’s show the teachers and staff at Star Academy how much 
we do appreciate all they do! 
 
During the week of February 2, there will be a sign up book between the front doors for 
your participation in this luncheon. We are looking for salads, main courses and desserts. 
 
The lunch will be in Thursday February 12th. Please drop off food items in the kitchen in 
the morning of the 12th. Anyone who can come in at lunch time to help serve and 
supervise lunch recess would be appreciated. 
 
Thank you for supporting this tradition! 
 
Patti Planques 

 

STAR ACADEMY ANNUAL REUNION! 

Last Friday we took a wonderful trip down memory lane with our first annual Star 
Reunion. We were thrilled to see so many students and parents take the time to touch 
base with us. We had graduates from as far back as 2002 join us and it was great to hear 
what everyone is doing. It was wonderful to visit with the parents as well! 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



SNOW DAYS AT STAR ACADEMY 

It is very rare for a snow day to occur at Star Academy;  
we are providing a service for you and will do our best  
to keep our doors open for you. 
 
In the event of a snow day, you will be called by your child’s  
homeroom teacher before 7:00 a.m. to notify you that the school is closed, otherwise consider us 
open for business! We will leave it up to your discretion if you feel comfortable driving your 
child to school. 
 
Students will receive a regular academic day regardless of school attendance, although we may 
extend a recess to have some fun playing outside. 
 
If a storm hits during the day, you will be notified of an early dismissal but know that staff will 
remain on duty until you are able to get here safely for pick up. 
 
Thank you for your cooperation and safe driving this winter season! 
 

LAST MINUTE CHECK LIST 

REMEMBER: 
·  Bake Sale February 4th (just a loonie or twoonie needed) 
·  With the wet/snowy weather upon us all students are to 

enter and exit through the back door – whether arriving 
late or leaving early. Thank you 

·  We are a NUT FREE school. 
·  Please be at school no later than 8:15 a.m. 
·  Please bring shoes for outside AND inside as this helps 

to keep the school clean and dry – especially now that the 
weather is getting messy. 

·  Please ensure that all of your child’s belongings are 
labelled. 

·  Any cell phones and cameras that come to school must be 
turned into the office for the day. 

·  Please check that your child has school supplies and 
restock as needed. 

 
 

FLAG DAY 

Another tradition at Star is Flag Day – this is a great time to celebrate Canada! Although Flag 
Day is officially February 15th we will be celebrating during the afternoon of Friday February 
13th (also a great way to kick off our February “Blah” Break!). 
 
There will be all kinds of indoor and outdoor activities throughout the afternoon culminating with 
our Foods of the World- signifying the many cultures that make up Canada. During Speech Night 
there will be a sign up for you to share some of your cultural foods with us on Flag Day.  
 
We encourage parents to join in the Flag Day festivities if you are available from 1– 3:00 p.m. 
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PRIMARY PARTICULARS 

 

�������������	
���� �
 
Hard to believe we are already heading into our second month of the year! The 
primary students are off to a wonderful start in 2009. Chris was once again eager to 
share a tooth with the tooth fairy on January 7. Students have been enjoying 
Mother Nature’s generous donation of snow this past month, and we ask that you 
please send in a couple of pairs of extra socks to make sure those little feet stay dry 
and warm. Also, please replenish your child’s supply of pencils, markers and glue 
sticks if you haven’t already done so.  
 

February Themes 
Friendship and Safety 

 
Science 
 Daily and Seasonal Cycles 

 
Social Language 
Honesty/Integrity 

 
Math 
Addition/Subtraction 
Fact Families 
Mass 
Symmetry 

 
Language Arts 
Sight Words 
Rhyming Patterns 
Phrase/Sentence Writing 
 
 
Ms. Jacobson and Ms. Anita,  
primary@staracademy.ca 
  
.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 

JUNIOR JOT NOTES 

Hello Junior Parents, 
 
February will commence with the eagerly anticipated Speech Night. The Junior students have 
been brainstorming, peer editing and practicing for this special event. They are very excited to 
present their topics which they have all chosen themselves. We look forward to hosting this 
evening in our classroom on Wednesday, February 4th, 2009. The speeches will begin at 6:30. 
There will be a fundraising bake sale that evening as well hosted by the Junior Intermediate 
class. 
 
Following speech night, we will conclude our play in words and poetry. After the vacation, the 
students will practice their dictionary skills and deepen their understanding of non-fiction 
books. We will be creating a ``word wall`` of commonly used words. Everyone can start 
thinking of words that will aid the students in their daily writing. Our study of non-fiction 
literature will also be integrated with our social studies unit as we explore communities around 
the globe. This unit will begin after we complete our journey through the water cycle that has 
followed the path of Annie Soakley and Drippy.   
 
The Junior students have almost completed their concentrated effort to master the foundational 
operations skills; addition, subtraction and multiplication. These skills will be used throughout 
this year as well as everyday life. As we move into an exploration of patterning and algebra the 
students will search for patterns everywhere and explore the concept of equality.  
 
We have begun Reading Buddies with our senior students and are thoroughly enjoying this 
opportunity and time together – thanks seniors! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It is difficult to believe that we are already through the first month of 2009. It has been a great 
start. Let`s keep up the hard work Juniors!  
 
Ms. Kirsti Maki  junior@staracademy.ca  

  



JI _- JUGGLING EVENTS 
 

The JI’s have been ����  this month. Everyone came back rested and refreshed from the holiday 
break and with a renewed focus for the term ahead. 
 
In Language Arts, ������	
��
���  has been the main focus of the term. There are some creative 
and exciting speeches coming up! Don’t forget that speech night is Feb 4th beginning at 6:30 pm. 
Students are encouraged to ‘dress up’ for the occasion!  Students have also learned about paragraph 
writing, including the concepts of a topic sentence and a conclusion. The JIs have also enjoyed 
continuing our class read aloud of the ‘Jake Drake’ books. Have your child tell you about Jake and 
his classroom antics �  
 
In Math, this term has been highlighted by the ever popular ‘�����	�

��� ’ game. This game has 
helped all of the students learn to have a love of multiplication. A sample version of it can be 
downloaded at www.bigbrainz.com. Miss Bass-West’s group will be doing multiplication until the 
break and then division after the break. Mr. Scott’s group is almost done division and will be 
starting measurement soon.  
 
In Science, the JI’s have really been enjoying the Pulleys and Gears unit. Have your child try and 
locate some pulleys and gears at work in their own homes! The JI’s are welcoming ‘Scientists in 
Schools’ on February 9th for a half day pulleys and gears workshop. It should be ‘loads’ of fun with 
all the ‘effort’ the students put into science! �  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The JIs also welcomed Mr. Bernardo as one of their gym teachers.  
Mr. Bernardo has been making the JIs work up a sweat in class! 
 
On a more solemn note, ���	������  will not be returning after the break. We are sad to see her 
leave, and will all miss her warmth and expertise. We thank her for all of her help and kindness, 
and wish her the best.  
 
��������	���
������	
Kendal AND Mrs. Rennie- Feb 9th 
Emily- Feb 16th  
��������	�����
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Ms. Bass-West and Mr. Scott   ji@staracademy.ca  

  

 



                                Foundations Class 

     News 
 

 
 
February Edition  
It was great to meet with you for report card interviews this past week. 
Thank you for taking the time to come in!  
 
Reminders: 


'�&�������0������������1��*�� �

+ ��������������� �� #�
+ ��
��������� �� #�
+ �����)�*���( �� #�
+ 2������3����4�����
���5 �� +,6�� #�

�

What’s happening this month? 
Math:  Students continue learning about time.  As a review, so students keep their 
memories fresh, numeration skills (+, -, x, /) will be reviewed throughout the month as 
time permits. It would be beneficial for your child to have an analog watch on their wrist, 
so they can practice telling the time throughout the day. Next, we will be moving on to 
money skills.  
 
Literacy aka ‘Girl Time’:  Speech night has meant that the girls have been very busy 
writing and practicing their speeches. We look forward to presenting them to you on 
February 4th.  Literacy will continue with an exploration into non-fiction books, as well 
as a focus on reading comprehension.  
 
If you have any questions please feel free to set up an appointment with me through the 
office or email me at  foundations@staracademy.ca   
 
Best Regards,  
Jane Lloyd 
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I/S INTRIGUING NEWS 
 

Dear Parents, 
 
The I/S students have been working very diligently on writing, revising, and practicing their 
speeches to present to parents on speech night on Wednesday Feb 4th.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In math, we will be wrapping up our data management and probability unit. 
Following the break math will continue with patterning and algebra.     
 
 

In science, students will continue to develop an understanding of earth 
and space.  As well as studying the relationship of earth to the other 
bodies in our solar system. 

 
 
 
We are looking forward to having fun skiing and snowboarding together on the slopes of 
Beaver Valley on Thursday Feb 5th.  Please remember to ensure that your child has a helmet, 
and to have your child at school by 6:45am that day. 
 
Remember Flag Day celebrations will be the afternoon of Friday February 13th. If you are able 
to share some of your cultural food for our Foods of the World celebration, that would be 
wonderful. Also please feel free to join us in the activities during the afternoon! 
 
It was a pleasure meeting with parents this month.  Please feel free to drop in anytime to 
discuss student progress, our doors are always open! 
 
We wish you all a safe, relaxing and well-deserved break! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mr. Morley and Ms. Chan is@staracademy.ca  
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Dear Parents/Guardians: 
 
We truly enjoyed having a chance to review with you your 
child’s progress as well as their goals for improvement this 
month during Parent-Teacher Interviews.  All three of us 
believe in frequent home-school communication in order for 
your child to experience the most success.  Please know that if 
we were not able to meet with you, or if you would like an update, you can always 
arrange to meet with us for a subsequence interview through the office.   
 
Second semester has gotten off to a good start in the Senior room.  The students have 
been busy working this month writing informative and creative speeches.  Many students 
have also created presentations to accompany their speeches and further emphasize 
important points in their speech.  We look forward to seeing you on Speech Night which 
is this Wednesday, February 4, speeches will begin at 6:30 p.m.   
 
More important dates for you to mark on your calendars are the Ski Trip to Beaver Valley 
on Thursday, February 5 and the Mid-Winter Break from February 16 to February 20.  
On Friday February 13th we will be celebrating Flag Day with fun (Canadian) activities 
all afternoon. The afternoon ends with our Foods Around the World tasting opportunity. 
If you are able to share some of your cultural foods with us please bring them in the 
morning of the 13th. Thank you. Also, we will be contacting you shortly regarding the 
year-end trip to Brock University scheduled for May 20 to May 22.   Please note that if 
your child is not attending off-site trips, the regular school day still goes on and a teacher 
will be available to teach the classes scheduled for that day.   
 
The best way of contacting the Senior Class teaching team is via email at 
senior@staracademy.ca.  You can always drop in after school, or request a more formal 
meeting by sending a note with your child or calling the school to set up a date and time 
which would be suitable for you.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sincerely, 
Miss S. Asta  Mrs. K. Farrell Mr. C. Pitoni 
 

   



 
 

 
 
 

Language Arts 
 
Reading 

The seniors will be reading a novel related to the theme of the Underground 
Railroad in Canada.  The class will be divided into groups and will be reading 

two different novel studies based on this theme. 
 
Writing 
Creative writing is this month’s theme for writing.  Furthermore, students will be taking a closer 
look at grammar and mechanics. 
 

 

History – Grade 7 
 

The grade sevens will begin the History unit, 
which will last until the end of the year, by 
studying the relationship between the French and 
First Nations and New France. 
 

History – Grade 8 
 

 Grade eight students will continue their 
exploration of Canadian history by looking at 
the development and first settlements of our 
country 

Math – Grade 7 
�

 Students will be switching from Data 
Management and lessons based on Microsoft 
Excel to exploring Volume and Surface Area 
using manipulatives. 
  

Math – Grade 8 
�

 The seniors will be learning about algebraic 
relationships and solving algebraic 
expressions. 
 

Science 
 
Senior students will continue their study of 

fluids by building a hydrometer to measure the 
density of different liquids as well as looking at 
the practical uses of fluids. 
 

Science Fair 2009 
 
It’s that time of year again – time to 

start your Science Fair projects! This month, 
students will be asked to declare their topic, so 
start brainstorming now! 

 
 
 



 
 

 
  

 
1587 Cormack Crescent 
Mississauga, Ontario 
L5E 2P8 
 
Phone: 
905-891-1555 
 
Fax: 
905-891-1696 
 
E-Mail: 
info@staracademy.ca 

learn to love to learn 
·  February 4 – Speech Night – a must for everyone! 

·  February 4 – Bake Sale – both during the day and at Speech Night 

·  February 5 – Ski trip – IS and Senior students 

·  February 13 – Flag Day Celebrations 

·  February 16 – 20th – Winter “Blah” Break 

·  Morning coffee and tea every Friday 

We’re on the Web! 

See us at: 

www.staracademy.ca 

 
There is always a lot happening in the Star Academy community! 

Make sure you stay in touch through this monthly newsletter! If you 
would like this newsletter to reach you at another email address 

please let us know at info@staracademy.ca 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

1587 Cormack Crescent 
Mississauga, Ontario 
L5E 2P8 
 
Phone: 
905-891-1555 
 
Fax: 
905-891-1696 
 
E-Mail: 
info@staracademy.ca 

We’re on the Web! 

See us at: 

www.staracademy.ca 

learn to love to learn 

CLUBS 

We regularly offer a variety of clubs during the lunch hour for all students. 
There is no mandatory attendance – students just come if they want to. 
The current clubs include: 
 

·  Monday at 3:00 – Dodge Ball 
·  Tuesday at noon – Lego Club 
·  Tuesday at noon – I/S and Senior Girls Club 
·  Wednesday at noon – Chess Club 
·  Thursday at 3:00 – Dodge Ball 
·  Basketball Club occurs at noon according to the schedule  

 

HOMEWORK REMINDERS 

Please remember that the class homework is updated each day and is posted 
on the website www.staracademy.ca/homework/ (password: parent08)  
Homework is always work that your child is able to do independently to the 
best of their ability. If they have difficulty, please indicate this in their 
agenda. Thank you. 


